
 

Phonics 

Phase 3 

‘er’-er, er, germ 
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germ letter her herb 

kerb tiger herd otter 

dinner summer paper flower 

fern stern verb offer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s in my tray? 

Phonics 

Phonics- Phase 3- 

‘er’- er, er, germ 

What you will need: 

• Gratnells F1 Shallow Tray 

• Downloadable tray label 

• Downloadable germ images 

• Small toy bins (or use coloured pots instead) 

• Scissors 

What to do: (Teacher/Teaching Assistant) 

1. Label the tray using the downloadable label. 

2. Download, print and cut out the germ words. 

3. Place the words into the tray. 

4. Place the toy bins/pots into the tray. 

What to do: (child) 

1. Ask the child to read as many words as they can. 

2. Child to pick a word to read. 

3. Encourage them to say ‘er, er, germ’ as they are reading to check the pronunciation of the 

sound. 

4. After the word has been read, it has to be put into the correct colour bin. 

Differentiation: 

Easier: 

Focus on four words (one of each 

colour). 

Harder: 

What other phonemes also make the 

‘er’ sound? 


